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The list of birds in the foregoing remarks is not intended to 
be in any way complete: they merely refer to some species 
which are interesting to the ornithologist and sportsman, and 
in the pursuit and observation of which I spent many happy 
days during a long sojourn in the Dacca and neighbouring 
districts. | 


VIII.— On the Birds of Southern Afghanistan. By Lieut.-Col. 
C. Swinunog, F.LS., F.Z.S., M.B.0.U. 


Tue following notes refer to the birds which I collected, and 
to some which I observed but failed to get specimens of, 
during the few months I was in South Afghanistan. 

I reached Kandahar on the 6th October, 1880; but the 
siege of Kandahar, the death of my predecessor from wounds 
received at the battle of Dekoja, and the movements of the 
large bodies of troops taking place at the time gave me, as 
chief administrative commissariat officer in the field, such very 
heavy work that I could not find time either to collect birds or 
to take notes, until matters settled down a little. All I profess, 
therefore, to do in this paper is to give a list of the birds 
collected, which Dr. Scully has very kindly assisted me in 
identifying and working out, and of those observed at Kan- 
dahar from December 1880 until the middle of April 1881, 
and during the march to India, which I reached at the end 
of May following—with the addition of a few shot by Dr. 
Duke in North Beloochistan and by Col. St. John in the 
neighbourhood of Kandahar. ‘The distance from Sibi to 
Kandahar may be roughly calculated at about 250 miles. 
Our direct line of communications starts from Pirchowky, 
which is the terminus of the railway and is at the mouth of 
the Bolan Pass, 20 miles from Sibi, through the Bolan to 
Quetta (80 miles), passing the military posts of Koondalain, 
South Kirta, North Kirta, Bibi Nani, Mach, Dozan, Dur- 
waza, and Siriab, then from Quetta through the Pisheen 
valley to the Kojak Pass, passing Metazai, Dinakarez, Saiji, 
Goolistan, and Killa Abdula, then down the Kojak into the 
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plains, commencing with Chaman at the foot, past Gatai, 
Dubrai, Mundi Hissar, Abdul Rahman, Mclkarez, into Kan- 
dahar. 

During our march back, however, I had the opportunity of 
accompanying the gencral commanding through (to me) a 
new line of country from the Kojak into Quetta, going from 
Killa Abdula to Gungazai round by Kushdil Khan and Syed 
Yarroo, at all of which places I obtained good specimens. 

The country to the east of Pirchowky is a vast sandy 
desert; about Pirchowky itself is a little cultivation. The 
Bolan river, which runs through nearly the whole pass, comes 
out into the plains here ; and consequently here and there one 
finds a little tamarisk jungle and some Crucifers and Cap- 
paride. After passing Pirchowky you get at once into the 
Bolan, and find little but barren mountains to look at, no 
trees and scarcely any vegetation of any kind whatever, 
beyond the tamarisk that grows on the river-side here and 
there, and a little coarse elephant-grass, and some wild thyme, 
and a specics of Euphorbia on the mountain-sides. 

The heat in the Bolan up to Mach is always very great; 
when I came down at the end of last May we registered at 
Kirta 121° F. in a soldier’s tent at noon ; but the climate gets 
better at Mach, and you are fairly out of the heat at Durwaza, 
which is, I believe, 6000 feet above sea-level and 1000 feet 
higher than Quetta. 

There is no cultivation whatever in the Bolan; the only 
good thing in it is its river, which contains a ceaseless rapid 
flow of most excellent water, always cool in the hottest wea- 
ther. The hills are close on each side of you in many places ; 
and some of the passes look very beautiful, on account of the 
different ranges you sce standing as it were on each other, 
pile upon pile; but all through the pass the chief character- 
istics are flies and dust; and, indeed, this may be said of the 
whole line right up to Kandahar, dust-storms being almost 
of daily occurrence. 

About Quetta there are a good many orchards, and a little 
cultivation, wheat, barley, maize, and lucern being the chief 
crops. At Kandahar you have the same kind of cultivation, 
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only to a far larger extent, and a greater extent of gardens; 
but the whole tract of land between is little more or less 
than a barren desert. In the Pisheen on the Kushdil Khan 
side there is a little cultivation; but the so-called fertility of 
the rest of the valley of the Pisheen only exists in the imagi- 
nation of its describers. During the ten months of my com- 
missariat administration it produced next to nothing; and to 
feed the army retiring to India from Kandahar last April and 
May I had to bring every thing required as far as the Kojak 
all the way up from India, even down to the grain and forage 
for the animals. The soil is chiefly clay full of gypsum, and 
might be made fertile enough ; but the country has hardly any 
population; and as it is in a rainless zone, away from the 
orchards which fringe the river-banks at Kandahar and Quetta 
there are no trees. Ifyou go up any of the hills and look 
around you, the same feature presents itself everywherc—a 
riband of orchards and cultivation along the river-banks, a 
barren treeless waste everywhere else. 

That the whole country could be well cultivated if there 
were sufficient population, there can be no doubt. Though it 
seldom rains, water can be obtained by boring at the foot of 
nearly every hill; perennial springs they appear to be; and 
all the cultivation round and about Kandahar and Quetta is 
by irrigation by artificial streams carried down from the foot 
of the different hills. There are a few stunted trees, Pistacia 
khinjuk, on the Kojak, the top of which is 7000 feet above 
sea-level ; and the only other trees I saw in the country were 
the fruit-trees in the orchards, such as apples, pears, plums, 
&c., and many poplars (Populus alba), mulberries, pome- 
granates, figs, and vines of many different kinds, and tamarisk 
clumps in most of the river-beds. 

The whole line of country between Quetta and Kandahar 
may be roughly described as consisting of barren hills and 
sandy plains, with fringes of cultivation on the watercourses 
found here and there; and though you drop down some two 
thousand feet after crossing the Kojak, the nature of the 
country is the same, except that the dust-storms are made 
considerably worse by the great desert along which the road 
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runs within a few miles of the entire distance between Chaman 
and Kandahar. The climate of the country, however, apart 
from the dust-storms, is every thing that man could desire. 
At Quetta the thermometer in the winter sometimes for a 
few days falls below zero; otherwise it is never very cold nor 
very hot. At Kandahar, where it is hotter, you get about six 
weeks’ heat during summer; but the nights are always cool ; 
and the rest of the year is very pleasant, the winter especially 
so, the thermometer in the open air ranging from 40° to 60°, 
and very seldom falling to freezing-point. 


l]. VULTUR mMonacuus, Linn. 

Common at Sibi and some parts of the Bolan ; did not see 
this Vulture further west. Col. St. John, however, had a tame 
young one at Kandahar, supposed to have been taken in the 
Girisk district. 


2. Gyps FULVEsceNS, Hume. 

To be found everywhere between Sibi and Kandabar. In 
March and April at Kandahar in large numbers in company 
with another Vulture, which I did not identify. In ordinary 
times Vultures are said to be scarce in South Afghanistan ; 
and when our troops first entered the country the carcasses of 
transport animals used to lie about for days with scarcely a 
Vulture near them; but latterly they gathered all along the 
line of communication, and, especially at Kandahar, in very 
large numbers. 


3. NEOPHRON PERCNOPTERUS (Linn.). 
Kandahar, 19, 11,4,81; Do., 12, 12,4,81. 
Common everywhere. 


4, GYPAETUS BARBATUS (Linn.). . 
To be found on all the mountains throughout the country. 


5. Fatco succer, J. E. Gr. 
One shot by Dr. Duke at Nal, 2,5,77. One seen near 
Chaman in the beginning of May 1881. 


6. Fatco BABYLONICUS, Gurn. 
Shot by Col. St. John in the neighbourhood of Kandahar. 
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7. FAtco £sALon, Tunst. 

Kandahar, (young bird) 14, 13,12,80; Do., (adult) 12, 
11,2,81. 

Common throughout the winter. 


8. TINNUNNCULUS ALAUDARIUS (Linn.). 

Kandahar, 1 ? , 2,2,81; Do., 1? , 2,8,81; Do.,1 9, 25,3,81; 
Do., 12, 20,3,81; Do., 1g, 30,3,81. 

Common about Kandahar, as it is, I understand, through- 
out the country. I found a nest with young in it on the 
ramparts of the city in the beginning of April. 


9. AstuR BADIUS (Gm.). 
Kandahar, 1 ? , 14,4,81. 
The only example procured, shot in company with Accipiter 
nisus. i 


10. AccIrITeER nisus (Linn.). 
Kandahar, 1 9, 14,4,81 ; Kiila Abdula, 1 9, 30,4,81. 
Common during the spring. 


11. AQUILA IMPERIALIS, Bechst. 

Kandahar, 1 ¢, 12,1,87; Do., 19,20,81. 

Common all through the winter. Two or three generally 
to be found on the ground in the neighbourhood of the race- 
course, looking for offal. 


12. Hreraretus PENNATUS (Gm.). 
A female shot by Dr. Duke at Nal, 18,5,77. 


18. Burro rerox (S. G. Gm.). 

Kandanar, 1 9, 21,12,80; Do., 12, 12,1,81. 

Also shot at Quetta by Dr. Duke, one on 20th and another 
on 24th October. Is also to be found occasionally in the 
Bolan. 


14. Crrcus macrurvs (Gmel.). 

Kandahar, 1 g, 3,4,87. 

Appeared to be passing through the country in the early 
part of April; were only observed about Kandahar for about 


ten days. 
H 2 
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15. Circus arvernosvs (Linn.). 

Kandahar, 13, W281; Dos 19, 17238; Do., 135 
Tool; Do., 18, 18,2,81; Do. I3, 23281 

Arrived at Kandahar carly in February, and were in some 
numbers sporting about the big marsh close to the city up to 
the date of our leaving, 22nd April. 


16. Mitvus covixpa, Sykes. 

Common at Sibi, Quetta, and Kandahar; some observed 
at the large camp we formed at Killa Abdula. This Kite 
seemed to follow our camp. Never observed in the villages 
between Chaman and Kandahar, though common at Kan- 
dahar itself. 


17. Mitvus mierans (Bodd.). 
Kandahar, 1 g, 14,2,81. 
Common at Kandahar. 


18. Buso 1enavus (Forst.). 
Obtained by Col. St. John in the Kandahar district. 


19. Scors pennatvus, Hodgs. 

Kandahar, 1 ¢ , 12,4,81. 

The only specimen obtained was shot in an orchard near 
Kandahar. 


20. CARINE BRAMA (Temm.). 

Pirchowky, 1 g, 1 2, 19,5,81. 

Common in the lower parts of the Bolan, was not observed 
west of Mach. 


21. CARINE BACTRIANA, Hutt. 

Kandahar, 19, 241280; Do, 1g, 26)12;80; Desig, 
102 ols Doel, 10,2,a1- 

Also shot by Dr. Duke at Quetta in October. Common 
at Kandahar; commenced breeding about the middle of 
March; there were ten nests with young in the fort-walls in 
the early part of April. 


22. Hirunpo rustica, Linn. 
Kandahar, 1 g, 3,2,81; Do., 2g,19, 7,12381, 
Common everywhere during summer. I saw the first 
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Swallow in Kandahar on the 29th January; and five days 
afterwards one flew into my room, which proved to be a male 
with testes enormously swollen. In another week they were 
with us in thousands, making nests in every convenient spot 
available; one pair built and reared their young inside one of 
the mess tents, which was in constant use. The number of 
these little birds in the city was very remarkable. 


23. HIRUNDO FILIFERA, Steph. 
Obtained by Col. St. John in the Kandahar district. 


24. Corie RIPARIA (Linn.). 

Kandahar, 1 ¢, 5,4,81. 

Arrived in the latter part of March, but not in any quantity. 
T observed also in the beginning of April another species of 
Martin, but failed in securing one. 


25. CYPSELUS MELBA (Linn.). 
Obtained by Col. St. John at Kandahar. 


26. CYPSELUS PEKINENSIS, Swinh. 

Kandahar, 1 g, 17,2,81; Do., 19, 8,3,81. 

The first Swifts of this species were observed on the 6th 
February ; there were only three together. I picked one up 
from the ground outside the courtyard in which my office 
was situated; how it got there I cannot say; it was dying. 
Neithcr in this male nor in the female I secured on the 8th 
of the following month was there any sign of breeding. They 
were common in April. 


27. CYPSELUS AFFINIS, J. E. Gr. 
Obtained by Col. St. John in the Kandahar district. 


28. CAPRIMULGUS UNWINI, Hume. 

I saw a Nightjar when in company with Col. St. John at 
Dubrai on the 25th April, and another at Gatai on the fol- 
lowing evening ; he said it was probably C. unwini, as he had 
only obtained that species of Nightjar in the country. 


29. Merops viripts, Linn. 

Was observed at Pirchowky and at the one or two small 
patches of cultivation in the lower portion of the Bolan. 
Observed nowhere west of Mach. 
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80. MEROPS APIASTER, Linn. 

Kandahar, 1g, 19 , 14,4,81; Do.,28,19, 17,4,81. 

I heard the cry of these birds on the l4th April for the 
first time, while sitting at my office-desk. I followed the cry in 
the afternoon as soon as I could get away, and found a large 
flock flying round and round some large trees in a garden 
outside the Herat gate. I saw some of these birds also at 
Chaman on the 28th April, and again at Quetta in the middle 
of May, and got several specimens. The testes of all the 
males I examined were very greatly swollen. 


31. Coracias INDICUS, Linn. 

Observed near Sibi, at Pirchowky, and in the lower part 
of the Bolan. It is, I am given to understand, also some- 
times found at Quetta, but has not been observed further west. 


32. CORACIAS GARRULUS, Linn. 

Kandahar, 1g, 17,4,81; Do., 1g, 18,4,81; Melkarez, 
21,4,81 ; Abdul Rahman, 1 g, 23,4,81. 

Also obtained several spectmens at Quetta in May. These 
birds commenced arriving in the country in the early part of 
April; the first was observed at Kandahar on the 4th. 


33. ALCEDO BENGALENSIS, Gm. 
One obtained by Dr. Duke at Quetta in November. 


34. ALCEDO ISPIDA, Linn. 

Kandahar, 18, 29,12,80; Do.,1¢, 22,12;80; Doy A 
9,1,81; Do., 19, 24,1,81; Gungazai, 1 9, 1,5,81; Kushdil 
Khan, 1 2, 2,5,81; Quetta, 1 g, 6,5,81. 

The common Kingfisher of the country. 


35. CERYLE RUDIS (Linn.). 
One shot by Dr. Duke at Quetta in November. 


36. Picus sinpIANnus, Gould. 

Kojuk, 12, 4,3,81. 

Shot by Lieut. Rutherford, and sent me in the flesh by 
post. 


37. GECINUS SQUAMATUS, Vig. 
One shot by Dr. Duke in December at Quetta. 


Birds of Southern Afghanistan. _ 103 


38. Iynx Torquitia, Linn. 

Kandahar, 1 2, 17,4,81 ; Quetta, 1 ¢ , 10,5,81. 

Evidently passing through the country ; the only Wryneck 
observed. 


39. CucuLus canorus, Linn. 

Quetta, 19, 6,5,81; Do., (hepatic plumage) 1 9, 6,5,81; 
Do., MSS 81. 

Had not arrived at Kandahar when we left on 22nd April. 
Of the many Cuckoos the sex of which I examined at Quetta 
between the 5th and 15th May, all were females ; if any males 
had arrived, they had not commenced calling. 


40. CINNYRIS BREVIROSTRIS (Blanf.). 

Pirchowky, 1 ¢, 19,5,81. 

Not uncommon in cultivated parts of the plains below the 
Bolan. Not met with in the pass or westwards. 


41. TicHopRoMA MURARIA (Linn.). 

Kandahar, 25, 18,12,80; Do., 1 ¢, 22,12,80; Do. 19, 
24,12,80; Do., 1 g, 30,1,81. 

Very common at Kandahar throughout the winter, and 
apparently only a winter visitant. The last was seen by me 
on the 9th February. 


42. Sırta sYRIACA, Ehr. 

Kandahar, 1g, 1? , 18,4,81; Kojak, 2 3 , 28,4,81. 

Common in the Bolan, on the Kojak, and on the hills near 
Kandahar, where numbers can be seen creeping on the face 
of the smooth rocks and flying from rock to rock uttering 
a sharp loud note. 


43. UruPa Errors, Linn. 

Kandahar, 12,80; Do., 1g, 1,2,81 ; Do., 1g, 16,4,81. 

Common everywhere, and, I believe, a permanent resident 
in the country. l 


44. Lanrus AUcHERI, Bp. Rev. Zool. 1853, p. 294. 

Kandahar, 1 ? , 9,1,81. 

The only specimen obtained. I observed three in the 
General’s garden on the 9th January when returning from an 
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official meeting, and sent my shikaree after them, with the 
above result. Did not meet with this bird again. 


45. LANIUS minor, Gmel. 
Kandahar, 1 g, 14,4,81. 
The only specimen obtained. 


46. LANIUS ERYTHRONOTUS, Vig. 

Kandahar, 1¢, 2;1,81; Do, 13, 19, 6481; Quetta, 
1-9 7°56 5S 

Common everywhere. I believe it to be a resident in the 
country. 


47. Lantus vitratus, Valence. 

Kandahar, 14,19 , G9881; Do, 12, 104381; Dowie 
17,4,81 ; Chaman, 1 g, 28,4,81. 

Observed also at Quetta and in the Bolan in May. Two 
specimens of this Shrike were also obtained by Dr. Duke at 
Tekree Gutt, in North Beloochistan, in the month of July. 


48, LANIUS IsABELLINUS, Hempr. et Ehr. 

Kandahar, 19 , 12,12;80; Do 1 9 980, b805 Dor, ie 
18,1,81; Kokeran, 19, 28,2,81; Kandahar, 1¢, 1,4,81; 
Dow We? , 2.4.81. 

Common also at Chaman, at Quetta, and in the Bolan. 


49, LANIUS PHENICUROIDES, Severtzoff. 
Kandahar, 1 ? , 12,4,81 ; Do., 19, 14,4,81]. 
The only specimens obtained. 


50. Muscrreta parapisr (Linn.). 

Kandahar, 1 g, 17,4,81; Do., 19, 20,4,81. 

Both in chestnut plumage, evidently stragglers. Col. 
St. John informed me that he had never come across any 
during his stay in the country. 


51. MUSCICAPA GRISOLA, Linn. 

Kandahar, 1 $, 20,1,81; Killa Abdula, 19, 804,81; 
Quetta, 1 3, 8,5,81. 

One was also shot by Dr. Duke in October at Quetta. 
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52. ERYTHROSTERNA PARVA (Bechst.). 

Kondahan, 19, Waj8l; Do., Ig, 313,81; Do, 19, 
6,4,81 ; Kojak, 12, 29,4,81. 

One was also shot by Dr. Duke at Quetta in October. 
Also observed by me in the Bolan, at Mach, in May. 


53. MYIOPHONEUS TEMMINCKI, Vig. 

Kandahar, 1 ? , 20,12,80. 

I only observed two pairs in the gardens near Kandahar 
during the winter. They were very difficult to get near. 
Observed nowhere else. 


54. Monticota cyanus (Linn.). 

Kandahar 1¢, 24,12,80; Do, 13, 241,81; Do. T3, 
alee. 1 ¢, 3,2,81. 

Quite common near Kandahar during the winter. 


55. MERULA maxima, Seebohm. 

Kandahar, 13, 1¢, 10,12,80; Do., 1¢, 8,1,81; Do., 
oles Wo. 1 92 20,1,81; Do. 29, 52,81. 

The common Blackbird of Kandahar during the winter. 


56. TURDUS ATROGULARIS, Temm. 

Shot by Dr. Duke :—One on 9th November, one on 27th 
November, and one in February at Quetta, and one in 
December at Kelat in North Beloochistan. 


57. Turpvus viscivorus, Linn. 
One shot by Dr. Duke at Quetta in February. 


58. CHATARRHG@A HUTTONI, Blyth. 

Kandahar, 1 3, 18,12,80; Do., 1g, 30,12,80. 

Not very common about Kandahar; did not observe it 
eastwards, 


59. CHATARRHŒA CAUDATA, Dum. 
Common at Sibi. Not observed in or beyond the Bolan. 


60. Orocompsa LEUCOTIS, Gould. 

Kandar, Lg, 8.1280; Do, 13, 19,12;80; Do, 19, 
LSyiesO; Do.,1¢,19, 19,2,81. 

Common everywhere in suitable localities. Very common 
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in the city of Kandahar, where it commences breeding very 
early. I caught a half-fledged young one in the courtyard of 
my office on the 11th March. 


61. ORIOLUS KUNDOO, Sykes. 
Quetta, 1 9 , 5,5,81. 
Had not arrived at Kandahar when we left. 


62. PRATINCOLA caprata, Linn. 

Kandahar, 19, 17361; Do, 14, 20381; Do, va. 
293,91; De., 12, 30,3,81; Do., 19, 11; TONERE 
3,4,81; Do, 12, 9,481; Do, 1g, 164,81; Do. 12, 
18,4,81. 

Common at Kandahar. 


63. PRATINCOLA MAURA (Pallas). 

Kandahar, 19, 16,1981; Do., 1¢,e2L28): Dow ae 
2,2,81; Do., 19, 16,4,81. 

Common during the winter. 


64. PRaTINCOLA MACRORHYNCHA, Stol. 
Kandahar, 1 g, 19,4,81; Dubrai, 1 9, 24,4,81. 
Not very common. l 


65. SAxIcoLA PICATA, Blyth. 

Kojak, 1 g, 23,3,81 ; Killa Abdula, 1 g, 29,4,81. 

The first was shot by Lieut. Rutherford, and sent me in 
the flesh by post; the other I obtained myself on my road to 
India. I observed this bird also in the month of May at 
Quetta, in the garden of the Superintendent of Telegraphs, 
and also on two occasions in the Bolan. Col. St. John told 
me it was to be found about Kandahar; but I did not get 
any specimens while there. It is probably a summer visitor, 
as it is said to be in Gilgit. 


66. SAXICOLA ALBONIGRA, Hume. 

Kandahar, 1 g, 28,11,80; Do., —,12,80; Do., 1 3 , 26,12,80; 
Do. IRER ESI. 

Common at Kandahar throughout the winter. I missed 
it, however, after the middle of February. Did not observe 
it east of Kandahar at all. 
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67. Saxicota morio, Hempr. et Ehr. 

Obtained in the neighbourhood of Kandahar by Col. St. 
John, who told me it was common during the summer 
months. Had not arrived, however, when we left on 
22nd April. 


68. Saxicona FiINscHI, Heugl. 

Kandahar, 1 g, 3,2,81. 

Two also shot by Dr. Duke at Quetta—one in February ; 
the date of the other is lost. 


69. SAXICOLA ISABELLINA, Rüpp. 

Kedalam 19, 3,1,81; Do, 1¢, 17,381; Do, 1d, 
10,4,81; Dubrai, 19, 25,4,81; Killa Abdula, 19, 29,4,81. 

I also observed it in May at Quetta and in the Bolan. 


70. SAXICOLA CHRYSOPYGIA, de Fil. 

Kandahar, 1¢, 26,12,80; Do., 1g, 8,1,81; Do, 1g, 
NSPE SIERDO. 1 9, 22,1,81. 

Also observed at Quetta and in the Bolan. 

71. SAXICOLA DESERTI, Rüpp. 

Kandahar, 1 8g, 13,38,81. 

Generally met with in desert places. 


72. SAXICOLA MONTANA, Gould. 
Gatai, 1 g, 26,4,81. 
The only specimen obtained. 


73. SAXICOLA MELANOLEUCA (Güld.). 
Shot by Col. St. John at Kandahar. 


74. AEDON FAMILIARIS, Ménétr. 

Mel Karez, lg, 24,4,81; Chaman, 1 9, 28,4,81. 
Evidently just arriving. 

75. RUTICILLA RUTIVENTRIS, Vieill. 

Kandahar, 1 g, 9,1,81; Kojak, 1g, 23,83,81. 

A winter visitor. 


76. RUTICILLA ERYTHRONOTA, Eversm. 

Kandahar, Ia, 1280; Do., 1e e230; Do., 19, 
D Lel, Dos ilg 91,81; Do., l a ee 1d, 
Bee sil. Do, lo, 252,51. 
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Also two shot at Quetta by Dr. Duke in February. A 
winter visitor. 


77. CYANECULA sUECICA (Linn.). 

Kandahar, 1 ¢ , 19,3;81. 

Is common, I understand, later on; but the above-noted 
specimen is the only one I saw. 


78. ACROCEPHALUS sTENTORIUS, Hempr. et Ehr. 
Obtained by Col. St. John in the Kandahar district. 


79. LUSCINIOLA MELANOPOGON (Temm.). 
Obtained by Col. St. John in the Kandahar district. 


80. Cerria cetti (Marm.). 

Kandahar, 1 ¢, 13,1,81. 

The only specimen procured was shot in the ditch full of 
rank growth just outside the city wall. 


81. Scotocerca INQUIETA, Rüpp. 
Shot by Dr. Duke in April at Iskulko, in North Beloo- 
chistan. 


82. HYPOLAIS RAMA, Sykes. 

Gungazai, 1 ¢, 1,5,81. 

A pair of these birds was found breeding on the 1st of May 
in the river-bank near our camp at Gungazai. The nest taken 
was made of dry grass, and was not quite completed; it 
was situated in a tamarisk bush, about three feet from the 
ground, close to the waterside. 


83. HypoLais LANcuIDA, Hempr. et Ehr. 

Chaman, 1 9 , 28,4,81. 

The only pair of this species obtained was seen at Chaman 
just as the worst sandstorm I cver saw was coming on. 
The female fell dead; the male flew into the face of the sand- 
storm, and was lost. 


84. PayLroscorus TRISTIS, Blyth. 
Kandahar, 1¢, 2,4,81; Don 1¢, 31,81. 
A winter visitor. 
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85. Puyxioscorus nitripus, Blyth. 
One shot by Dr. Duke at Quetta in November. 


86. SYLVIA JERDONI, Blyth. 

Kojak, 1 g, 29,4,81. 

The only specimen secured. Not observed at Kandahar 
during the winter. 


87. SYLVIA MINUSCULA, Hume. 
Kandahar, 1 ? , 16,4,81. 
The only specimen secured. 


88. MOTACILLA PERSONATA, Gould. 

Kandahar Lg, —12,80; Do., 19, 2,1,81; Do, 12, 
W201; Do., 1 ¢, 16,4,81. 

Common everywhere throughout the winter. 


89. MOTACILLA ALBA, Linn. 

Wandawer, 19, —12,80; Do., 19, 30,1,81; Do, 19, 
22,3,81. 

Common everywhere throughout the winter. 


90, CALOBATES MELANOPE, Pall. 

Kandahar, 19 , 24,12,80; Do., 19, 16,1,81. 

Also one shot by Dr. Duke in December at Khelat. A 
winter visitor. 


91. Bupytes RAYI, Bp. 

Dubrai, 19, 24,4,81. 

A very large number of Yellow Wagtails arrived at Kan- 
dahar after the end of February, probably passing through ; 
but although I got numbers of every other kind, I never met 
with a Ray’s Wagtail until we arrived at Dubrai, where Col. 
St. John saw one and very kindly shot it for me. 


92. BupyTES CINEREOCAPILLUS (Savi). 

Kandahar, le? , 22;3;81; Do., Lg, 26,3,81; Do.,1¢,19, 
a eilg Do., 1°, 3,4,81. 

Quite common at Kandahar in spring. 


93. BUDYTES MELANOCEPHALUS (Licht.). - 
Kandahar, ig, 19, 26,2;81; Do., 24,19 , 8381; Do, 
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1¢51 9 , 1393381; Do, L8; 1$, Wigs] ; eos: 10a 
Don 19, 233S]. 

Common everywhere during the spring. 

94. Bupyrtes FLAavUs (Linn.). 

Kandahar, 1¢, 23,3,81; Do., 1¢, 31,3,81; Do. 2¢, 
5,4,81. 

Common during the spring. 

95. Bupyrtrs catcaratus, Hodgs. 

Kandahar, l2, 20,3,81; Do., 1¢, 26,3,81. 

Common during spring. 

96. Bupyters ciTREOLA (Pall.). 

Kandahar, Lg, 17,3,81 ; Do. 2, 223,81 ; De, | gee 
26,3,91; Do. 19, 34,81; Gungazai 19, 1,5;81. 

Common during spring. 

97. ANTHUS TRIVIALIS (Linn.). 

Kandahar, 1 g, 2,4,81. 

Common throughout the winter. 

98. ANTHUS RUFULUDS, Vieill. 

Gatai, 1 9 , 26,4,81 ; Chaman, 1 9 , 28,4,81. 

The only specimens obtained. 

99. ANTHUS CAMPESTRIS (Linn.). 

Kandahar, 1g, 28)3;81 3) Do., 1 ¢ ,°3,4,8) TDuHra no 
25,4,81; Gatai, 19 , 25,4,81. 

Common throughout the winter. 

100. ANTHUS BLAKISTONI, Swinh. 

Kandahar, 2 ¢, 12,12;80; Do., 19, 18,1280; Dora 
81,81; Do., 1¢, 18,1,81; Do,2¢, 13168); See aie 
12)3,81; Do. 1¢, 13,31, 

Very common everywhere throughout the winter. 

101. PARUS c1nEREUS, Vieill. 

Kandahar, 19, 5,1,81; Do., 192, 9,1,81; Kojak, 1g, 
27,4,81. 

Common, and a permanent resident. 

102. AccENTOR ATROGULARIS, Brandt. 

One shot by Dr. Duke at Quetta in November. 
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103. Corvus LAwreENci1, Hume. 

Kandahar, 1 ? , 8,12,80; Do., 19, 22,1,81. 

Common all the year round everywhere. 

104. Corvus cornrx, Linn. 

I often saw this Crow on the banks of the Argendab river, 
near Kandahar, but never succeeded in securing one. 


105. Corvus umsprinus, Hedenb. 
Very common everywhere. 


106. Corvus FRUGILEGUS, Linn. 

Kanaanan 1d, 17,1,87; Do., 1¢, 19,1,81; Do, 19, 
2Ps NED 1 9, 23,1,81. 

Appeared to me to arrive about the middle of January. 
There were plenty afterwards up to the date of our departure. 
Did not, however, observe one east of Kandahar. 


107. Corvus MONEDULA, Linn. 2 

Kandeman 19, 191,81; Do., 1g, 28,1381; Do, Ig, 
29,1,81. 

The above remarks apply also to the Jackdaw. 


108. Pica rustica (Scop.). 
Kandahar, 1 3, 19, 12,80; Do., 19, 5,2,81. 
Common everywhere from the Kojak westwards. 


109. FrecrLus eracuLus (Linn.), 

Kandahar, 29, 24,11,80; Do., 18, 4,1,81; Do, lg, 
19,1,81. 

In large flocks throughout the winter in the neighbourhood 
of Kandahar. 


110. Srurnus vuLeaRrıs, Linn. 
Kandahar, 1 2? , 8,12,80; 13, 15,2,81. 


111. STURNUS PURPURASCENS, Gouid. 

Kandahar, 1 unsexed, 1 g, 1 2? , 8,12,80. 

Always found together in flocks throughout the winter ; 
out of the numbers I examined there would be always at 
least ten of the latter to one of the former. 


112. Pastor rosevs (Linn.). 
Kojuk, 18 19, 27,4,81; Killa Abdula, 2 ¢, 30,4,81. 
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Never observed any during the winter; a few flocks of 
them were seen by me in the neighbourhood of Kandahar 
towards the end of March. There were plenty at the Kojak 
and Quettain Apriland May. On dissection the female above 
referred to was found to have eggs nearly ready for laying; and 
the testes of all three males were fully developed. 


113. AMADINA MALABARICA (Linn.). 
Two shot by Dr. Duke at Bapin, 5700 feet above the sea- 
level in North Beloochistan in the month of July. 


114, Passer pomesticus (Linn.). 

Kandahar, 2 3 , 6,4,81; 2¢, 8,4,81; 1¢,9,4,81; 4¢39, 
16,4,81. 

A summer visitor; commences breeding immediately after 
arrival, and goes away again in August. I most carefully 
looked for this Sparrow on first entering the country, being 
anxious to note the differences in comparison with the Indian 
bird ; but from the date of my arrival at Quetta on the 26th 
August until the 6th April following, when I got the first 
bird, I never saw one, the only Sparrow I met with between 
those dates being P. montanus, which is the common House- 
Sparrow of South Afghanistan. I never saw a Domestic 
Sparrow in the city of Kandahar; but when we left they had 
only lately arrived, and were still in large flocks in the fields 
and had not commenced pairing. When I returned to Quetta 
in May there were several pairs nesting in the verandah of 
my house in company with P. montanus. But P. domesticus, 
in South Afghanistan at all events, although it builds in the 
same roof with P. montanus, does not associate with the latter. 
It always keeps out of the way of the Tree-Sparrow, who 
never loses an opportunity of attacking it, whereas with the 
Willow-Sparrow it is quite friendly, and when fecding they 
are often found in company. In the flocks the Tree-Sparrows 
were always by themselves, J never observed a Domestic Spar- 
row feeding in their company, nor a Tree-Sparrow in a flock 
of Domestic Sparrows, whereas, if you fired into a flock of the 
latter when feeding in the fields, you always found a number 
of Willow-Sparrows with them. I once saw an Afghan boy 
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catch a flock of Sparrows in a clap-net, and brought the whole 
lot home; on examination I found 162 Domestic and 64 
Willow-Sparrows, but not a single Tree-Sparrow, although 
the birds were caught im a ficld close by an old building full 
of Tree-Sparrows. 


115. PASSER HISPANIOLENSIs, Temm. 

Kandahar, 1 g, 6,4,81; 49,59, 16,4,81. 

A summer visitor. Arrived in large flocks with P. domes- 
ticus in the early part of April. The testes of the several 
males I examined were not, however, nearly so well deve- 
loped as those of P. domesticus. 


116. Passer montanus (Linn.). 

Kandahar, 1 7,19, 18,1,81; 19, 2,2,81. 

Common everywhere. The common House-Sparrow of the 
country. 


117. Petronra stutta (Gmel.). 

Kandahar, 1 not sexed, 19, 12,80; 19, 131,81; 19, 
a2 eel > , 1532.81. 

Evidently a winter visitor. Not observed after the end of 
February. 


118. EMBERIZA LEUCOCEPHALA, S. G. Gm. 

Kandahar, 2¢, 2,1,81; 92, 29,1,81. 

Also one shot at Quetta by Dr. Duke in February. A 
winter visitor. 


119. EMBERIZA HUTTONI, Blyth. 

Kandahar, 1 3, 8,4,81 ; Gatai, 1 3, 28,4,81; Kojuk, 1g, 
29,4,81. 

Arrived in the first week in April. Numbers were found 
resting on the city walls at Kandahar on the 8th April; and 
great numbers were to be seen feeding on the road all the way 
to the Kojuk. 


120. EMBERIZA STEWARTI, Blyth. 

Chaman, 1 ¢, 27,4,81. 

First and only specimen obtained at Chaman as above; 
had not arrived when we left Kandahar. 

SER. IV.—VOL. VI. I 
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121. EMBERIZA SCHÆŒNICOLA, Linn. 
Kandahar, 1 9, 8,2,81. 
A winter visitor. 


122. EUSPIZA MELANOCEPHALA (Scop.). 

Melkarez, 12, 24,4,81. 

Also one male, marked Quetta, one female, marked Nal, 
shot by Dr. Duke; date not given. 


123. Euspiza LUTEOLA (Sparrm.). 

Mundi Hissar, 18,29, 22,4,81; Abdul Rahum, 19, 
23,4,81; Chaman, Lg, 28,4,81; Kush die Khan, 10, 
2,0,01 

Numbers found feeding in the wood in the early morning, 
and perched during the day on the mud walls of the forts at 
the halting-posts ; had evidently only lately arrived. 


124. Bucanetes GITHAGINEA {Licht.). 
Kandahar, 1 9 , 3,2,81. 
The only specimen obtained. 


125. ERYTHROSPIZA OBSOLETA (Licht.). 

Randahar, 13, —,1280; Do., 1¢,°23,1,81; Do, 13T 
M8; Do, I4, 30,3781; Do, 15,991,081; Dey a; 
1,4,81. 

Common in the gardens in the neighbourhood of Kandahar 
throughout the year. I tried to bring home two males and 
a female alive; but the great heat in the Bolan in the month 
of May killed them. Not observed later than Ist April. 
Seen nowhere east of Kandahar. 


126. CARPODACUS ERYTHRINUS (Pall.). 

Kandahar, 2¢,192, 9981; Do, 1d, 1281; Do. 1g; 
14,4,81; Syed Yarroo, 1? , 3,5,81. 

I saw two of these birds at Quetta at the latter end of 
August, in the garden of my house. First flock was scen in 
a garden near Kandahar on the 9th April. The last bird 
noted above was caught alive in a most extraordinary manner 
by one of my native escort, who crept up to and caught it in 
his naked hand while it was feeding in some long grass where 
we were resting ou our march to Syed Yarroo. 
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127. CARDUELIS CANICEPS, Vig. 

Kandahar, 1 g, 1,1,81. 

Observed at Quetta, and at Chaman also, though I never 
got near enough to shoot any. The above bird I procured 
alive. A very favourite cage-bird with the Afghans. Sings 
well, a far superior note to that of C. elegans. I succeeded in 
bringing three male birds alive to India, 


128. Mertoronta Pusitua (Pall.). 

Kandahar, 1 g, 10,4,81. 

This was also a caged bird ; it must have been fresh caught, 
its ovary being well developed. I was informed by the bird- 
catchers that it arrives in flocks in the middle of April and 
leaves again in the middle of September. 


129. FRINGILLA MONTIFRINGILLA, Linn. 
Col. St. John informed me he had obtained this bird in 
the Kandahar district towards the Helmund. 


130. AMMoMANEs DESERTI (Licht.). 

Dubrai, 19, 25,4,81; Melkarez, 1?, 244,81; Quetta, 
14, 19,5,81; Pirchowky, 1g, 19,5,81; Kandahar,1g,19, 
5,1 am: 

Common everywhere in suitable localities. When shooting 
Sesse Partridges on the hills near the Moorcha Pass in the 
early morning, I heard a peculiar low but shrill call from 
thousands of birds on a low hill on the other side, being a 
note I never heard before. I got down the hill and went over 
to see what birds they were, and got a shot into a flock of 
these Larks as they went away. 


131. CALANDRELLA BRACHYDACTYLA (Leisl.). 

Kandahar, 1 not sexed, 19,1 9,7,3,81; Do.,19,9,3,81; 
Da: gorm SL; Do., 1 ¢, 30,3,81. 

Passed through in enormous flocks in the month of March, 
but did not remain. The Afghans, who are very clever bird- 
catchers, caught them in large numbers in nets, and used to 
hawk them for food in the city of Kandahar. 


132. MELANOCORYPHA BIMACULATA (Ménétr.). 
Kandahar, 2 ¢, 6,2,81; Do., 18, 8,2,81. 
12 
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Common about Kandahar during winter. A very favourite 
cage-bird with the Afghans. I succeeded in bringing two 
male birds to India. They sing very continuously ; but the 
note is harsh and not to be compared with that of Alauda 
arvensis or A. gulgula. Dr. Duke shot two of these birds at 
Khelatin March. I was told by the bird-catchers that they 
were only winter visitors, arriving in October and leaving at 
the latter end of March. 


133. Orocorys PENICILLATA, Gould. 
Kandahar, 1¢,19, 25,1,81. 
A winter visitor. 


134. ALAUDA ARVENSIS, Linn. 

Kandahar, La, 2,2,81; Do., IS 8,2,81. 

I am inclined to believe it is only a bird of passage at Kan- 
dahar. I have no note of having seen one earlier than Feb- 
ruary; and certainly later on, when Larks commenced singing, 
it was not in the country at all. Many times, seeing what I 
believed was an A.arvensis singing, I have shot it, and it turned 
out tobe A. gulgula; and I also note that Mr. Murray did not 
meet with this bird during the three months, March, April, 
and May, spent between Sibi and Chaman. 


135. ALAUDA GULGULA, Frankl. 

Kandahar, 18, 20;3/81; Do, 19, 30031 Do, lg, 
31,3,81; Dubrai, 19, 26,4,81; Quetta, 1g, 10,5,81. 

A summer visitor; the first I observed was singing in the 
air on the 20th March, and I shot him while descending ; all 
examined had the testes and ovaries well developed. I heard 
and saw this Lark singing at every stage in our journcy to 
India in April and May until we entered the mountain-pass 
of the Bolan at Durwaza. 


186. GALERITA cristata (Linn.). 

Kandaham 19, 15,1207 Dom 17, 1,2;8); Doge: 
IALL: Do. 13,22, 21281; Do, 1 2 6/4981 MEILE 
28, 24,4,81; Killa Abdula, 1 ?, 30,4,81. 

The common Lark of the country. Common everywhere 
all the year round. 
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137. CERTHILAUDA DESERTORUM, Stanl. 
Obtained by Col. St. John in the neighbourhood of Kan- 
dahar. 


138. CotumBa casrotis, Bp. 
Kojuk, 1 ? , 29,4,81 ; Quetta, 1 g, 6,5,81. 
Common at Kandahar, the Kojuk, and at Quetta. 


139. COLUMBA INTERMEDIA, Strickl. 
Kandahar, 1 2 , 30,12,80; Do., 1 g, 20,3,81. 


140. Corumsa trivia, Bp. 

Kandahar, 1 ? , 4,1,81. 

In enormous flocks everywhere throughout the winter. 
Always to be found together, and breeding together in the 
summer in the holes of old walls in the cities and in the 
different villages, also in wells and in the rocks of all the hill- 
sides throughout the country. Commence nesting early in 
March. I have fired into flocks, and shot them in pairs, and 
usually got as many with white rumps as without; even with 
pairs I have got one blue rump and one white ; and frequently 
the white is so limited as to be hardly distinguishable. They 
were such good food, and we were generally so badly off for a 
change of food, that I find I have brought home only three 
skins ; but from the frequent examinations I have made of 
numbers of these birds of both kinds, and from my observa- 
tions of their habits, I am inclined to believe they are one 
and the same species, breeding together; and I think it is 
worthy of consideration whether all these Pigeons found in 
such enormous numbers in South Afghanistan are not all 
feral. 


141. TURTUR AURITUS, Gray. 

Quetta, 1 9, 7,5,81. 

Said to be a summer visitor, but is a rare bird in these 
parts. 


142. TURTUR CAMBAYENSIS (Gmel.). 

Kandahar, 14,19, 19,3,81. 

Common throughout the year. Commences breeding in 
the latter end of February ; I took two eggs on the 22nd; 
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and I caught onc half-fledged young one on the 20th March. 
Is very common in the city of Kandahar, and makes its nest 
in the holes in mud walls. 


143. Turtur risorius (Linn.). 

Kandahar, 1 $, 15,12,80; Do., 19, 14,4,81; Gungazai, 
aie al 

This Dove is also common throughout the year; I never, 
however, found it in the city of Kandahar; but it was com- 
mon cnough in the adjacent gardens. They were building in 
the trees in Col. St. John’s new garden when we came away 
in April, 


144. Preroc es arenarius, Pall. 

Kandaivar, 19, 2,181; Do., 1¢, 19,081; Dogta; 
20,1,81. 

Common in the plains on the west of the Khojak through- 
out the year. Commenced pairing early in March. The 
bird-catchers said their eggs could be got about the middle 
of April; but I failed to get any up to the date of our departure. 


145. Prerocies arcara (Linn.). 

I knocked five out of a passing flock on the plains about 
half a mile in front of the Eadgar Gate of the city of Kan- 
dahar. Two or three days before Christmas several flocks 
were secn here for about a week or ten days. I met with no 
others during my stay in the country. 


146. Prrerocies coronatus, Licht. 

Maiwand, —,2,81. 

I found this bird in the collection of Captain Cuthill, of 
the 13th Hussars, among some pretty-plumaged birds he had 
collected at Maiwand in the month of February; and he 
kindly gave it tome. He said it was shot out of a large 
flock at Maiwand. I never met with it in any part of the 
country ; but Col. St. John informed me that in some winters 
it was quite common.to the west of Kandahar; it does not, 
however, as I understand, remain to breed. 


147. PrerocLEes s—ENEGALLUS (Linn.). 
Pirchowky, 1 9, 19,5,81. 
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I never met with this bird above the Bolan Pass. It is 
common at Pirchowky, as it is in all that part of the country 
below the range of mountains. 


148. FRANcoLinus vuteaRris, Steph. 

A few to be found in the gardens in the neighbourhood of 
Kandahar. I shot five one day over an Irish setter bitch. I 
once heard one crowing at Kokeran, on the river Argundab. 
They are, I believe, not to be found anywhere between Sibi 
and Kandahar. 


149. Caccasis cHUKAR, J. E. Gray. 

Common on the Amran range. Never met with on the 
hills near Kandahar ; but there were plenty of caged birds in 
the city ; and I imagine this bird will be found common on 
the mountain-ranges throughout the country. Dr. Duke 
told me he had shot them in Khelat, in North Beloochistan. 


150. AMMoPERDIX BONHAMI, G. R. Gray. 

Kandahar, 1 ? , 5,1,81. 

Common in the Bolan, on the Kojak, and on the hills near 
Kandahar. 


151. ORTYGORNIS PONDICERIANUS (Gm.). 
I observed this bird at Pirchowky, outside the pass; but it 
is not to be found in or beyond the Bolan. 


152. Corurnix communis, Bonn. 

I saw one Quail in my garden at Quetta early in Sep- 
tember; and I heard of another being seen a few days after- 
wards. At Kandahar Quails arrived about the middle of 
March. The bird-catchers brought in many cages full for 
about a week. I imagine they merely pass through. 


153. Oris terrax (Linn.). 

Kandahar, 1 9 , -,11,80. 

The only specimen procured. No other specimen of this 
Bustard was shot during our stay in the country. 


154. OTIS MACQUEENI, J. E. Gray. 
Abdul Rahmun, 1 9? , 12,2,81. 
One also shot by Captain Cuthill at Maiwand in February. 
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Observed occasionally at different places west of Quetta during 
the winter, but is a rare bird in these parts. 


155. GLAREOLA PRATINCOLA (Linn.). 
Bibi Nani, Ig, 18,5,81. 
The only specimen procured. 


156. ÆGIALITIS cANTIANA (Lath.). 
Kandahar, 1 ¢, 9,281; Dolo, 2732581. 


Common in winter. 


157. ÆGIALITIS curonica (Gmel.), 

Kandahar, 19, 27,2,81; Chaman, 19, 7,4,81; Quetta, 
1¢ 10,5580. 

Common everywhere during winter. Found in company 
with Æ. cantiana. 


158. VANELLUS cristatus, Meyer. 

Kandahar, 19,19, 2411,80; Do, 1¢,19, 26,12,80; 
Dor, 13, L281. 

Commom throughout the country all the winter. Only a 
winter visitor. 


159. Cuerrusia tevcura (Licht.). 

Kandahar, 1g, 19,12.80; Do., 192, 15,3,81; Do, 12, 
28,3,81; Do., 1 9, 31,3,81. 

Very common all the winter. 


160. LosıvanrrLus invicus (Bodd.). 

Kandahar, 1 9 ,2152,81; Do., 1 ¢,1 920081; Dowie 
15,3,81; Pirchowky, 1g, 19,5,81. 

Common throughout the Bolan and all through the country 
to Kandahar. 


161. ScoLopax rusticuta, Linn. 

A winter visitor. The first I noted was shot by Lieut. 
Francis near Kandahar carly in November; but I have lost the 
note of the date. Woodcocks did not, however, really come 
in until the cold weather had fairly set in, about Christmas 
time ; and there were never many. I think the largest num- 
ber shot in any one day was five. I don’t recollect any being 
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seen after the Ist February. One or two, I was informed, 
are also occasionally found in the orchards in the Pisheen. 


162. GALLINAGO SOLITARIA, Hodgs. 
One shot by Dr. Duke at Khelat in December. 


163. GALLINAGO GALLINARIA (Gm.). 
Common in suitable places everywhere throughout the 
winter. 


164. GALLINAGO GALLINULA (Linn.). 

Came in with the very cold weather about Christmas, and 
were fairly plentiful all through January, after which they 
disappeared again. 


165. Limosa ÆæcocEPHALA (Linn.). 

Kandahar, 1 ?, 2,3,81. 

Shot out of a number on the march near Kandahar on the 
2nd March. Appeared to be passing through the country. 
Ovary fairly developed. 


166. MacHeEtEs PUGNAX (Linn.). 

Komdahary2 6 54)3;81 ; Do.,1 ¢ ,9,3,81 ; Do., 1 9 , 11,3,81; 
Daron Waal; Do., 19 , 22,3,81. 

Arrived in large flocks in the beginning of March, passing 
through ; remained about three weeks. Testes and ovary of 
the eleven specimens I examined all small and contracted. 


167. TRINGA MINUTA, Leisl. 

Kandahar, 1 ?, 5,4,81; Chaman, 1g, 7,4,81. 

A summer visitor. I saw several at Kandahar just before 
we left; and I again saw it at Gungazai, Syed Yarroo, and 
Kushdil Khan in the beginning of May. The ovary of the 
female above noted was full of eggs just beginning to deve- 
lop. Against the male I have no note. 


168. Toranvus GLaREOLA (Linn.). 

Gungazai, 1 ¢,1,5,81; Kushdil Khan, 1 ¢, 2,5,81 ; Quetta, 
lg, 28l. 

I obtained no specimens of this bird in the Kandahar dis- 
trict; but I imagine it had not arrived when we left. There 
were plenty of them on the streams in the Pisheen; and all 
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the above specimens proved on dissection to be in breeding- 
condition. 


169. Toranus ocnrorus (Linn.). 
Nandaliar, 1 3, 3012:80; Dox 19, 6,481; Do., lia, 

192381; Do., 14, 9,2,81; Kuelidil than, I 9) 233581. 
Common everywhere throughout the winter. 


170. Toranus nypotevcus (Linn.). 

Quetta, 19, 7,5,81. 

I did not procure any specimen of this bird in the neigh- 
bourhood of Kandahar ; it had probably not come in when 
we left. It is, however, I understand, a summer visitor, and 
is common everywhere throughout the summer. 


171. Toranus etortis (Linn.). 

Kandahar, 12, 6,1,81; Do., 29, 8,2,81. 

A winter visitor. Fairly common on the banks of the Ar- 
gendab river throughout the winter. Appeared to leave the 
country early in March. 


172. Toranus cauipris (Linn.). 

Kandahar, 19, 9,1,81; Dos 19, 11,1,81; Dox lee 
241,013 Do,,.1 Baad o.oo Doa | fy 00,a,01. 

Also a winter visitor. Common throughout the winter on 
the banks of the Argendab river. 


173. Himantorus canpipus, Bonn. 
Kandahar, 1 g, 27,38,81; Do., 1g, 5,4,81. 
Arrived in some numbers in the middle of March. 


174, PORPHYRIO PoLiocEPHALUS (Lath.). 

Kandahar, 1 2, 13,3,81. 

Besides the above I only met with two during my stay in 
the country—one bought at Quetta-alive on the 30th August, 
and a tame one that lived in the transport square at Kandahar 
throughout the winter. 


175. Fuxica ATRA, Linn. 

Kendakar, 19, 17,2,81; Do, 12, 22:2,81; Doses 
Zewls Don 19, 25,2,81; Do. 1g5 26,281. 

Also shot at Quetta by Dr. Duke in November. These 
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Coots arrived at Kandahar in enormous numbers in February, 
but only remained about a month. None of the many speci- 
mens examined showed any signs of breeding. 


176. Porzana BAILLont (Vieill.). 
Kandahar, 1 2, 10,2,81; Do., 19, 17,2,81. 
The only two specimens procured. 


177. Porzana Parva (Scop.). 

andawar 19, 7,2,81; Do, 19, 17281; Do, 1d, 
18,2,81. 

Rails were rather common in the wheat-fields on the borders 
of the big Kandahar marsh in the month of July. I did not 
meet with any during any other month. 


178. ARDEA CINEREA, Linn. 

Kandahar, 13, 12,12,80; Do., 19, 17,12,80; Do.,1¢, 
Blata Wo, 14, 26,2,81. 

One also shot by Dr. Duke near Quetta in November. A 
winter visitor. Quite common in the Kandahar district 
throughout the winter. 


179. ARDEA ALBA, Linn. 

Kandahar, 1 ¢, 24,2,81. 

Seen occasionally throughout the winter in the Kandahar 
district; left us about the end of March. 


180. Boravurus sTELLARIS (Linn.). 

Kandahar, 1 ? , 18,3,81. 

I believe, merely a bird of passage ; two or three were seen 
between the middle of February and the middle of March. 


181. Faucine.ivus IGNEUS, S. G. Gm. 
Kushdil Khan, 1 g, 2,5,81. 
One also shot by Dr. Duke at Quetta, date not noted. 


182.. ANSER, Sp. 

I noticed two (and, I believe, three) different species of Gue 
on the Argendab river during the winter; but neither I nor 
my shikaree ever succeeded in getting near enough to secure 
a specimen. I heard of one being shot by an officer near 
Kandahar, and rode over at once to try and secure it, but, 
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to my sorrow, found the bird plucked, and was unable to 
identify it. 

183. CASARCA RUTILA (Pall.). 

Rendahar, 1 9 202 SEEDA ES 

A winter visitor. 


184. Srarura cLYPEATA (Linn.). . 

Kandahar, 1¢, 15281; Do, 19,7281; Doz ba; 
21,3,81. 

Also shot by Dr. Duke at Khelat in December. Very 
common at Kandahar during February and March, when it 
left us. 


185. Anas Boscuas, Linn. 

Common in January and February about Kandahar, but 
began to leave in the begiuning of March, had all gone about 
the middle of that month. 


186. Anas STREPERA, Linn. 

Kandahar 14, M2er; Bo. 13,918,281 ; Do, 133 
202,81; Do., 1g, 20,3,81. 

In great quantities throughout the months of January, 
February, and March ; left about the end of that month. 


187. QuERQUEDULA ANGUSTIROSTRIS, Ménétr. 
Kandahar, 1 2, 7,8,81. 
The only specimen obtained. 


188. Darina acuta (Linn.). 

Kandahar, 1 2, 18,2,81; Do., 1 8, 20,2,81. 

Common about Kandahar during February, left us alto- 
gether about the middle of March. 


189. MARECA PENELOPE (Linn.). 

Kandahar, 1 ¢, 14,1,81; Do.,1¢,19, 20,2,81. 

A few occasionally shot in January and February, not 
noticed earlier or later; was scarce. 


a 190. QUERQUEDULA crecca (Linn.). 

Kandahar, 23, 17,12,80; Do., 12, 23,12,80; Do, 19, 
25,12,80. 

Common everywhere between Sibi and Kandahar. I 
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understand this Teal remains in certain parts of the country 
to breed. I flushed two or three pairs at Syed Yarroo and 
Gungazai from the reeds in the watercourses in the beginning 
of May, and again in the Bolan as far down as Kirta on the 
9th May. 


191. QueRqveEDULA crecia (Linn.). 
Kandahar, 1 f, 28,3,81. 
The only specimen obtained. 


192. FunicuLa RvUFINA (Pall.). 

Kandahar, 1 ¢, 28,3,81. 

I know of five that were shot at Kandahar during March. 
Not noted in any other month. 


193. FULIGULA FERINA (Linn.). 
Kandahar, 1 ¢, 9,3,81; Do., 19, 11,8,81. 
Not common. A few were shot during this month only. 


194. Funieuta nyroca, Gould. 

Kendaler, 1d, 14,2;31; Do., 1g, 17,2,81; Do, Ig, 
1932581; Mach, 19, 16,5,81. 

Next to the Gadwall, the commonest Duck in the country. 
Arrived beginning of February; and some appear to remain 
to breed in the country. I flushed many pairs of White- 
eyed Pochards out of reeds and tamarisk on the banks of the 
watercourses in the Pisheen and right down the Bolan as 
far as Kirta in May. 


195. Funicuxa cristata (Linn.). 
Kandahar, 1 3, 19,2,81; Kokeran, 2¢,19, 5,3,81. 
Also very common. ‘The above remarks also apply to 


this bird. 


196. MERGELLUS ALBELLUS (Linn.). 

Kokeran; 2 9, 30,1,81; Kandahar, 1 9, 2,3,81. 

The only three specimens obtained—two on the Argendab 
river near Kokeran, shot by Lieut. Orr, and one on the Kan- 
dahar marsh by Lieut. Noble. 

197. Popicers FLuviATILis, Tunst. 

Kandahar, 1 g, 4,3,81; Do., 2 9 , 8,3,81. 

Arrived in the beginning of March; there were a good 
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many for about a fortnight. I think they were only on 
passage. 


198. LARUS RIDIBUNDUS, Linn. 

Kandahar, 1 ¢, 30,12,80; Argendab river, 2 g, 13,2,81 ; 
Kandahar 1 ¢ , 202,81; Do., 1¢@,26;2;81; Do., 192 , 1ISBI6T; 
Wo: Lo, 173.8317 

Commenced arriving about Christmas, were in large packs 
on the Kandahar marsh up to date of our departure. 


199. PHALACROCORAX CARBO (Linn.). 

Argendab river, 19 immature, 14,3,81; Do., 19? adult, 
16,3,81. 

The only two observed. 


IX.—Notes on the Raptorial Birds collected in New Britain by 
Lieut. G. E. Richards, R.N. By J. H. Gurney. 


(Plate IT.) 


Canon Tristram having submitted to my examination the 
series of raptorial birds collected by Lieut. G. E. Richards in 
New Britain, I have great pleasure in offering the subjoined 
notes on them. 


1. UROSPIZIAS EToRQUES, Salvad. 

I have followed Dr. Sclater (vide P. Z. 8.1877, p. 109, and 
1879, p. 447) in supposing the New-Britain Hawk, which 
closely resembles U. etorques of New Guinca, to be identical 
with that species; but never having had an opportunity of 
examining an adult New-Guinea specimen, I feel by no means 
certain that such is the case. 

In the present collection there are three adult specimens, 
all shot at Blanche Bay in the month of June, and all 
ticketed by Lieut. Richards as follows :—‘‘ Female: iris 
brown; feet orange; bill black, yellow at base.” 

Dr. Sclater describes the specimen (presumably the adult) 
from the New-Britain group which he examined, and recorded 
in the P. Z. S. for 1877, as having the tail-feathers “‘ nearly 
uniform plumbeous, with but very faint indications of any 


